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PRESIDENT REPORT 2019 

Dear all 

It takes special people to overcome with dignity huge barriers like the current weather event.  

Their families before them have seen the country going from very dry to drought to severe drought 

and now the present generation is handling the unprecedented. A terrifying higher level, but a 

sequel nonetheless. 

I am not one of those special breeds. It brings angry tears rather than acceptance to watch our stock 

getting more emaciated by the day, the trees’ leaves changing from green to lighter shades of green 

to a fading grey and fall; and the birds, where did they all go? Even the ever-present little black ants 

have abandoned us. I can’t get used to such turmoil in a hurry. A marathon man knows not to start a 

40km race by sprinting, no waste of energy is allowed. Out West, tears or hoping for rain are huge 

energy drainers. In my 30+ years on Kerand and in Australia I had seen droughts, but not like this. 

Bimblebox is 110 km from Kerand and had the same weather report but I believe the trees –twice as 

many as on Kerand- called on the clouds passing by and there were a few brief showers in between 

dry times, that made life in the wild a bit easier thanks also to our members that donated to help 

with the running expenses of the NR. Our ‘art, science and nature’ camp in September didn’t 

eventuate nonetheless, too dry altogether (and last thing on our minds).  

In case you are wondering, we didn’t receive any rain from the flood events in the North of the 

State.  They reckon you need 3 years of normal season to recover from one of drought; how long 

does it take to recover from 1 in 500 years flood event? 

Members’ data base 

At the beginning of 2018, Joan worked on our member’s data base making it more functional and we 

are now hoping to increase the numbers. In that regard after asking relevant authorities including 

two Ministers to contact on our behalf Nature Refuge owners, we are in the process to find out for 

ourselves a way to communicate with most of them. 

Galilee mines 

After many tribulations with public rejection of Adani’s Carmichael mine especially around the 

unlimited water extraction and climate change factors, the Indian mining company  is still on track 

(according to them) to start the mine.  

Palmer is still busy in the Galilee. His Alpha North Coal tenement is adjacent to Adani’s, easier to 

connect to a potential rail link rather than waiting for GVK/Hancock to develop their project 

neighbouring ‘China First’ (us). It’s nice of Mr Palmer to spread around his basket of coal eggs, 

especially because his tenement has been nominated as the offset area for the black throated finch 

habitat that will be destroyed by Adani. What a champ for threatened species the old boy has 

become! 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/15/galilee-mine-plans-understated-water-impact-government-report-says
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/27/warming-world-gets-older-wiser-richer-activists-hot-under-the-collar
https://www.adaniaustralia.com/-/media/181129-MR%20Adani%20ready%20to%20commence%20works-%20FINAL%20AUST
https://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2018-04-26/clive-palmer-seeks-approval-for-monster-mine-near-adani/9698680?pfmredir=sm&fbclid=IwAR22wVAeu6beKcGNXWGEdrGU8cWe3eUgjqCGGgwzwSN_BaIpKC63UlxibtA
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/30/adani-conservation-area-for-endangered-finch-sits-on-proposed-clive-palmer-mine
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Politics 

In March, we sent a submission to the Nature Conservation (Special Wildlife Reserves) and Other 

Legislation Amendment Bill.  I am not dwelling much on this Bill as it ignores the need to 

rectify/cancel  the threat from mining and development on irreplaceable biodiversity within a third 

of existing nature refuges.  

Panic clearing combined with drought conditions has made much land area around Bimblebox a dust 

bowl and with the second term of the Palaszczuk government there was also the renewed promise 

on a moratorium on broad scale land clearing.  We asked the new Environment Minister (by letter) 

soon after the elections, among other requests ‘to impose an immediate moratorium on clearing 

until such time that a revised Vegetation Management Bill becomes law’.  We also made a 

submission to that Bill and in May 2018 it became legislation. 

Joan is not only pulling very diligently the strings of the TBA purse with the audits and treasurers 

reports, but has immersed herself in the reconstruction of our website and the madness of its 

security especially when customers pay for our wares through the site. So that I could say a bit more 

to Joan than a shabby ‘you are doing well’, I tried to understand how Pay Pal works. After a week all I 

could think of was to go back to the good old days when we paid anything that came from a distance 

by a cheque in the mail!  

In March The Bimblebox Alliance became a signatory to the Hands off our Charities open letter 

instigated by the Queensland Conservation Council. 

Bimblebox 153 Birds 

In January 2018 Bimblebox 153 Birds was exhibited at the Mary Cairncross Rainforest Discovery 

Centre, Maleny.  It is estimated that over 8600 people would have viewed the exhibition while it was 

on display.   

Over this past year Jill Sampson (coordinator of the Bimblebox Art Project), has been working to 

raise enough money to develop a touring package for Bimblebox 153 Birds.  While she has so far 

been unsuccessful with the government arts grants she has applied for, she was able to raise some 

funds crowdsourcing via the Australian Cultural Fund.   The Bimblebox Alliance also donated toward 

this project.  

The touring package will include, amongst other necessities, an Education kit to facilitate 

engagement by school students with the Bimblebox 153 Birds exhibition. The identification of 

further bird species at the Bimblebox Nature Refuge has given the opportunity for some new artists, 

writers and musicians from Australia and Canada to contribute to Bimblebox 153 Birds.  

The next gallery to host Bimblebox 153 Birds will be the Gladstone Regional Art Gallery and 

Museum.  It will be exhibited there 2 – 30 March, with the official opening on Friday 8 March.   

More on art 

In June three artists, Jennifer Stuerzl, Beth Jackson and Rosie Lloyd-Giblett donated to the TBA a 

photographic print on paper - an image of a collage of 3 works entitled 'Everything Hinges' inspired 

https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-committees/committees/ITDEC/inquiries/current-inquiries/2NatCons2018
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by and referenced to our Nature Refuge.  Maureen has used it in her frequent solo displays of 

Bimblebox, so at the moment the art work is in Eastern Victoria. 

Robert Gordon keeps us bemused trusting us with his cartoons that infiltrate our emails in moments 

of discomfort, so we become even more distressed for the status at play. With a wink, thanks 

Robert! 

Judith Sinnamon is the wondering artist in two ways. In Nov 2017 she wondered into Bimblebox with 

a friend to paint gum trees and late last year she volunteered to run our annual fundraiser, the 2019 

Bimblebox Calendar. We were all either overseas or too busy surviving and ‘the Calendar’ was a 

dead duck till Judith gave that extra pair of hands needed to get the team going. Thanks to those 

that rallied around and overcame the difficulties to get our fundraiser to the finishing line. 

Paola in Italy  

While in Italy at the beginning of the year one evening I showed the Bimblebox documentary to a 

packed audience in a typical café’ in my home town of Salsomaggiore Terme. It brought attention to 

the importance of renewables so that fossil fuels consumption wouldn’t consume places like 

Bimblebox. 

Jude has been unwell but she is now back on track, whichever track she chooses to be on, life is too 

short for picking the wrong one. Best wishes for a full recovery Jude and with that wonderful note, 

best wishes to all,  

 

Paola Cassoni,  

President, The Bimblebox Alliance Inc. 

 


