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President Report 2019 AGM  

Dear all, 

I was born in the 1960’s in the north of Italy, of peasant origins. Every year the Frate 
Indovino calendar was there on the kitchen wall, next to the stove, for the friars to tell 
people month by month when to plant and to harvest in our gardens. I was in my 
early teens when Mum started to complain that the advice didn’t work anymore, in 
the precise four seasons weather of southern Europe, the Saints could no longer 
guess it right – the day when to best harvest and then decant the grape juice from 
the big demijohn into those dark green bottles… 

Those were the years in which the old people were adding a new disgrace ‘il tempo 
cambia’ (the climate is changing) to the usual one, ‘governo ladro’ (thieving 
government). 

Here in the land of plenty, we are realising them both now. 

It’s not possible to write this 2019 President report and not mention ‘the fires’ that 
shocked the nation and the world, and for those who are immersed in the natural 
world or who follow the state of the environment, despair is the common feeling. And 
it’s with the images of the suffering indelibly imprinted on my retina that I write this 
report. 

For two full months (Oct. and Nov.) our Bimblebox Alliance group has been super 
busy trapped in a bubble of absurdity.  

Clive Palmer is pushing ahead with his mine proposal for the Galilee Basin. His fully 
owned Waratah Coal (WC) Company submitted an application for the Mining Lease 
(ML) and Environmental Authority (EA) to the Queensland government the 4th 
October, due date for objections the 2nd December. WC advised me by phone in late 
September because they needed to serve the owners of properties in the ML with a 
Notice of Entry, so I only knew a few days earlier than the public of their intentions. It 
was totally unexpected as there were many previous years of silence. 

As owners and recipients of this dreadful fate, we didn’t receive the ‘courtesy’ of an 
advanced warning as ‘co-signatories’ of the Nature Refuge agreement, from the 
Department which has been working with WC for the notification to go public for 
months.  

We jumped to attention and 10 years after NaRLA (Nature Refuge Landholders 
Association) folded, we are the only NGO objecting in the Land Court to the mining of 
a NR. TBA Committee, supporters and members came to the task, and the financial 
help has been truly forthcoming (even people from overseas who had volunteered on 

https://www.wordreference.com/enit/demijohn
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Bimblebox and didn’t have two bob to rub together sent in a donation) and initial 
expenses were paid. 

EDO is fully engaged to represent us in the Courts and after two meetings we 
understand that the legal bill for the court case will be mainly footed by donations 
sent directly to EDO Australia. A great relief, though we still need to fundraise to fund 
our own expenses. Youth Verdict, a very new group for climate justice, has also served 
the court with our same Grounds of Objections as we will be sharing the EDO 
expertise. 

On the 2nd of December the media went berserk… for a day, in the usual cycle of 
drama. I was the drama queen, not my space, not my role, but it’s the bubble that 
keeps giving and I knew it was necessary to be in Brisbane speaking in public for 
Bimblebox.  

And at the time when we should have been out there in a collective effort to help the 
natural world we were busy compiling the Grounds of Objections against another 
mine in the Galilee. Doesn’t it sound utterly senseless? 

But how could we justify passing up the opportunity to protest in Court against one of 
the Galilee Basin mega mines – just because the proposal was idiotic? 

Once we filed the Objections the next job was to work out the list of expert witnesses 
to engage. Then suddenly the Department advised that as WC had not fulfilled the 
requirement to give notice of the ML and EA applications simultaneously, the process 
would restart, and the new deadline for objections would be April 3rd, 2020. 

That day was the 20th of December and it was when our fear-of-losing-Bimblebox 
bubble burst, spilling out a kafka-esque scene of us in a state of frenzy trying to find 
the right words to convince mischievous children who didn’t do their homework on 
the carbon cycle, how coal has to stay in the ground and the trees remain above – 
Grade 10 science! There we were, wrestling with translating the logic of basic science 
into the Grounds of Objections papers for the understanding of grown-ups in 
corporate suits. And one has to ask… hasn't anybody in high places heard THE NEWS 
of the precious wildlife incinerating and our water diminishing? Where were they over 
the 2019/20 summer? 

Surely they have the information about WHY we can’t go on as we have been, that 
the big repair job needs to start now and that destruction cannot be part of our 
dictionary anymore? Not after the fires, surely!  

But maybe the boss of the firm that wants to mine our Refuge has heard the news? I 
check the papers… in Clermont, with Pauline, here he is… maybe better not take the 
risk. 
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https://www.sbs.com.au/news/anti-adani-convoy-rides-into-hornet-s-nest-in-coal-ric
h-queensland-town 

A special note on fundraising and revamping of the website, as the work involved with 
those was so full on that a twin frenzy bubble was born. This year everyone was busy 
and some of us sick and recovering from sickness, so we had decided not to do 
calendars but in October we thought that if ever there was a year that calendars were 
needed it was this one. Greg and Emma Harm donated their time and skills and it all 
went ok but for the timeline... we were a bit late, but people from afar came to the 
rescue selling calendars for us in Victoria, ACT and SE Qld. 

T-shirts and calico bags with the Bimblebox logo were ordered but there are people 
still taking panadols for the massive headache caused by the Postage&Handling . At 
least supporters can now publicly flaunt their Bimblebox logo as well as admire the 
beauties of the Refuge throughout the year on the 2020 calendar. And at the same 
time help us raise those funds… 

2020 will be the year to prove our worth as an NGO which actually protects protected 
areas. It’s going to be no easy feat; we will need to keep our goal in mind and when 
the temperature rises… be tolerant of each other's weaknesses. 

Paola Cassoni 

President  

The Bimblebox Alliance 

21/2/2020 

 

 

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/anti-adani-convoy-rides-into-hornet-s-nest-in-coal-rich-queensland-town
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/anti-adani-convoy-rides-into-hornet-s-nest-in-coal-rich-queensland-town

